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insolent as those employed by Spring at the beginning of
his successes. Winter then advances in force with his soldiers
of the Frost and the Rime, and gradually reconquers from
Spring all the territory which he had lost.

6.  The Seven Effigies (Heft Peyker}.

The hero of this famous romance, which forms the subject
of one of the Persian Nizamfs five great mesnevi poems,
known collectively as the Khamse ("Quintet") or Pcnj Genj
("Five Treasures"), is the Sasanian King Behram V, better
known as Behrdm Our, or "Behram the Wild Ass/' on
account of his fondness for hunting this animal. l This prince
was as a boy sent by his father Yezdigird to be brought
up in the open, wholesome life of the Desert by his Vassal,
Nucman, the Arabian King of Hira, who caused him to be
educated in all knightly accomplishments with his own son
Munzir. Then Nucrnan sought out the cunning architect
Sinimmar, and bade him build for the young Prince's habit-
ation the incomparable Palace of Khavernaq. When it was
finished, the architect rashly boasted that he could build an
edifice yet more splendid, whereupon Nucman, fearing lest
his Palace should be outdone, caused the unfortunate Sinim-
mar to be cast down from the highest battlement.

And now Behram began to develop that passion for the
chase for which he afterwards became so famous; mounted
on his horse Ashqar he would spend days in pursuing the

1 Tho wild ass is, on account of its strength, speed and endurance, so highly
esteemed in the East that the Arabs have a proverb "All game is [included]

in the Wild Ass1' (ISJI <Jy> j, iXuJajf Jj ): said of anything which is the

best of its kind. As the Persian Hchrdm V was called Gi'tr, "the Wild Ass,"
so was the last Umayyad Caliph Mcrwan II nicknamed al-JIlm&r^ "the Ass,"
and in both cases the name sccmb to have been intended in a complimentary sense .